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The debut of the Sat ^inx was made at the 
Showboat when they opened for the Normals. They 
were surprisingly tight for a band that has been 
together for only a few weeks. They do the Sex 
Pistols/Clash/Damned grind with one original "Take 
me back to East Germany" written by Derwood. If 
they progress in the right direction they will be 
a band to watch in the future. Even though the 
usual lack of support for the opening band was 
shown in the fact that there were only about 40 
people in the place while they were playing, they 
put on a good show. Let’s hope this lack of inter¬ 
est doesn't dampen their spirits. If the people 
here don't wise up real soon, and get out and give 
support to the rest of the bands here in town, 

•there will be no reason for anyone to start a band 
and you will be robbed of a potentially great tal¬ 
ent that-may be lurking out there right now. So 
get out and see the Contenders/Totally Cold when 
they play, and get out to the Normals gigs early 
to see bands Hike the Rat Finx,-or Hostages when 
they open for them. There’s other bands in town 
to watch, so give them a chance. 

The. band that started out as a joke is now a 
serious concept, and we will be hearing from 
Stephanie and the Pickups.real soon. Stephanie on 
vocals, Danny Read on bass, Russell on guitar, and 
Bubby on drums is the band, and they are rumored td 
be doing old Backstabbers songs and some originals. 

. Wonder if they will do "He Put a Knife in_jriy_Heart^ 

pjjjj^g5HlTION stall? 

pgtlitlWP* 

rs.HiUaddin^ 

Max(george) 

nt&art: skip ,f”* 

Aleta 


I have heard;of a band in the French Quarter 
called Patti Puke and the Regurgetators, but I don't 
know of anyone who actually saw them or if they do 
in fact exist. If anyone has any info, on them, 
please forward news to this office. 

Buns over America go heavy metal, and their 
new single sounds like some Led Zeppelin song that 
wasn't good enough to make the album. Maybe they 
won’t record it, but if they do I wonder if they'll 
put the Lectric Eye logo on it against the owner's 
wishes like they did for the first one. If heavy 
metal doesn’t work out, Buns go disco!!! 

Hostages debuted at the WWOZ benefit, but I 
didn't get to go see it so I can't say how good they 
really were. I heard that they do X-Ray Spex and 
Dickies, so they can't be all bad. 

Mechanics EP due out shortly and the Men in 
Black have finally given up and are leaving for the 
west coast. Bye. 

The N.O. compilation punk album is under way 
and the recording begjns at Ultrasonic studio with 
the Men in Black doing "Hot Pork". 

The long awaited I.P by 
the Germs is supposed to be 
finished by the time you . 
read this. It was produced 
by Joan Jett and will be out 
on Slash records. 

The Contenders and the 
Totally Cold have teamed up 
as of late to play gigs at 
LeJardin and have drawn only 
moderate crowds. Hopefully 
this trend will work itself 
out and we will have more 
support from the N.O. music 
lovers. There is also a show 
planned at Showboat that will 
have the Rat ^inx, Wayward 
Youth, and Hostages performing on their own so get 
out there and see these bands. I hate to keep on 
complaining, but you must get off your ass and go 
see these bands, buy the N.O. punk compiler album, 
and make N.O. something to be proud of. It's up 
to you, so join together and let's make it happen. 


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 


and ^lONmaga^ 

iBS james dr-.^tairie.la.VoOOS 
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HEW WAVE -• 


IN NEW ORLEANS 

New Orleans has been the center of various 
concert activities in the last month or so with 
Blondie and Rockpile at the Theatre of the Perfor¬ 
ming arts, Talking Heads with the Normals at the 
Warehouse, and the B-52's and the Normals at the 
Ole Man Rivers hangout. Too bad. the Clash had 
decided to pass up N.O. on their tour becuase now 
we have to travel to Texas to see something decent. 

The Blondie/Rockpile show was one of those 
events where you had to stay in your seats or be 


escorted from the air conditioned hall and this 
takes away from a rather evriH r, „ 

■ was much better than Blondie and created a Energy 
packed atmosphere that was sustained throughout. 

The live version of "Cruel to be Kind" is much 
better than the watered down version on the AM ra¬ 
dio. The Chuck Berry style rock n roll of Dave 
Edmunds worked well as he alternated with Nick 
Lowe for lead vocals and original songs. Their 
show was great and seemed to pass much too quickly.., 
Blondie came out and announced to the half disco 
crowd that they could see Blondie the way they 
really are. This implies that the disco single waj 
just to make money and that they are going to rock 
and roll for the crowd. They are always trying to 


convince every rock writer that Blondie is a band 


and not just the blond singer of the band. The 
question I ask is why does she run around at the 
front of the stage in the spotlight while the rest 
of the band is at the back of the stage, and why do 


they mix her vocals way above the guitars? She was 
entertaining, but not a great: energetic show like I 
was expecting. The crowd was strange too. ^hen 
they played "Sex Offender" which is one of their 
best songs there was minimal applause, and when they 
did "One Way or Another" the radio crowd went wild. 

The high point of the show was "Heart of Glass" with 
the disco mirror ball and light show. You sit there 
pissed during the whole song, but when the crowd at 
the front starts booing her off the stage it made 


the whole thing wdrthwile. 



. J pven eo to the Talking Heads show, but 

, — “■* 

was well received by the mainly Talking Heads crowd 

from the Colleges. The crowd cheered after every 
song, and the yelled and screamed for an encore. 

When told that they could not do an encore, they 
went out and played a four song encore much to the 
promoters dismay. The Dukes played before the Nor- 
mals, but they didn't even get an encore. The Talk- 
S edly put on a good^how, if you 
ing Heads supposed y P 


„„ lhl „, ».t ** ■*“ *““ ■ 

T * ik “ 8 “* ”” “ l 
them is they 

that raw quality of a lot of garage bands. That to 
me is a satirical put-down, and all I can say is 
that if the Talking Heads are the best that N.Y. can 


come up with in the way of new wave then they can 
forget it. 


The B-52’s were very entertaining, but even 
more entertaining was the girl in the red shirt and 
pants who kept taking her shirt off. They move a 
lot on stage and go to great lengths to keep the 
crowd active. The guitar player was dressed like 
Captain Kirk and used a variety of instruments, one 
of which had only 4 strings. The most amusing thing 
about this band is the crowd they attracted, and the 
things that the crowd was wearing. They all looked 
like they were just in a BBZ. fashion show and just 
decided to drop by the show. I am still a little 



surprised that this band has enjoyed the success 
that they have because they are one of the least 
commercial sounding bands around. I guess it all 
depends on what you do with what you have at your 
disposal. The Normals put on a decent show and got 
an encore from the fashion plates 
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concert that was cancelled earlier in the year an( 
b, no. knows lh „ t „„„ 

Atlanta, Austin, Dallas, and Houston and are not 
pfcronizing our fair city. Oh well. £ 
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THE GERMS, VS•, & THE B-PEOPLE 
at Hong Kong Cafe 

After travelling across half of California picking 
up assorted punks and punkettes, our carload of fun- 
loving American kids ended up somewhere in Chinatown 
and we ambled across the street toward the ever-growing- 
in- popularity-since-everyone-else-stopped-booking-punk- 
acts Hong Kong Cafe, complete with a pagoda shaped roof 
picture book matches, and an ageing oriental man taking 
money from us while exclaiming in mock-English, ’’You 
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ger wtitinued 


-*' : and; ir; sRamping our hands with some bizarre characters from 
Chinese horror, stories (something he had no doubt picked 
up at one of the many tacky souvenier shops gracing the 
area). The patio area in' front of the place seemed to 
have a higher excitement level than the band inside was 
maintaining (someone said it was the B-People), and I 
had already missed most of their set cos we got there so 
late, so I stayed outside and mingled with the people 


coming out of the building. 

The next band was called Vs., and were making their rather unimpressive 
debut. They were so fucking typical, as is the standard for new bands as of 
late, but they might turn out better, so I'll see them a few more times before I 
.! finally condemn them. 

Finally came the moment we'd all been waiting for: the Germs! They came on 
in their usual style- confusing. Pat didn't have a guitar pick, and there were 
so many offerings from the audience (gee ma, a Germ used my guitar pick) that 
i the place looked like a bloody pick factory, which pleased Pat to no end as he 
collected as many sacrificial picks as he could hold. Meanwhile drummer Don 
was having a ball playing with the mike over his drums, and God only knows what 
Darby Crash was doing to Lorna as she waits patiently holding her bass till the 
others are ready to play, and the set finally began. Pogoers were throwing 
themselves about the dance floor, into tables etc. to complement Darby's antics 
of plunging into the crowd like an epileptic human cannonball for their frenzied 
20 song set. 

That was the story for the whole set and yours truly has the bruises to 
prove it. They played with the intensity and energy that has become the Germs 
standard (and rumour has it that they actually practiced before the gig). Yes, 
the Germs are still worth waiting through any number of mediocre bands- it just 
makes them sound better. (Keep an ear out for their album- it's magic!). Well, 
that’s it. -H/UAD 61 W-_ 


> 



The Old and the New.... 

nno nf the newest 


One of the newest*bands to arrive On 
the N.O. scene is Sex Dog, not the Sex Dogs. 
They played their first gig with the Normals 
at Ole Man Pivers aboul* a month ago, and 
have been playing around town with large 
success for a'new band. One of the unusual 

features of this band is the 3 gui 
which they put to good «se m their trade 
mark super fast harmonizing guitar iicks. 
Se5 have 40 originals which is an achieve¬ 
ment for a six month old band. Althoug 
present Sex Dog has been around for only s 
months, the name has betn in existence fo 
six years when it was the name of a ba 

Oley and Rick were in. _ , 

Auf Wiedersehen, Manne m Schwarz... 
Well it's off to San Fransisco for the Men 
in Black who are leaving N.O. ^ ecaU ^„°^ 
inability of the "Crescent Contingent to 
comprehend any music whfch displays some 
degree of innovation or mtelligen . 
into the lineup is their new bassist, Jo , 
who is replacing Rockin' Rick who decided 
it would be better to play popular music 
than to play good music. Good luck to 
M.I.B. and I am saddened by your departure, 
^t maybe out west you fan find “audience 
nf music as art and not as 
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THE PASSENGERS IMTHSCAR. 
CANNOT BE HURT 
NOT W BULLETS, BOMBS OR 
TERRORIST/WCK. 

The VIP Security Sedan. 

• Fully bullet proof cxx^sKx^on-Aecir, curved window Ihcrt fmksi 
up to a 30 caliber cartDine. 

• FuWy bomb proof—protects agartnst bomb*, land mines, even \ 
hand grenades 

• Remote ignition and eteclrical system start—operates up to 

V* mite away for safety against bombs. s . 

• Kidnap recovery system—to track down a kidnapped pOMong^ 
or stolen outo 

• Oil slick emission-to deter vehicles in hot pursuit. 

• Also includes electronic "bug detection", ram bumpers, 
recording system, emergency communication system with 

' scrambler, hidden escape vehicle. - 
Vbur career, your identity... almost anything can make y oujtre 
k*get of terrorist attpck- Get discreet, yet ttxxoutfi protectan for 
the vulnerable time you spend in travel. 

Buy. lease or send us your own car to be "Safety reconstructed . 

Send $25 (refundable against ptxchase) 

for CCS catalog dixJ comprehensive report on bugging 

and wretapplng ' '*. 

Motor Credit Cords Accepted _ 'V 

CCS Communication Control, Inc. 

605 Third A**„ Mew Yorl^ N.Y. 1001C (212) M2HU7 TX:42*777 

1010 Wisconsin Are. N.W , WMhinflton DC 2(4)07 (202)650-5*32 

1435 Brickeli Ave .‘Miami. Fla. 33131 (305)356-4336 

9465 Wilshire Blvd . Beverly Hills, Ca. 90212 (213)274-6256 

62 S Audley St . London W 1 (01)235-9112 (01)62SMJ223 TX: 6814706 

Cw<4 Cjar^ «-tK/ ^ rsnkor tn fhfi OMTCSklU 


MISPRINT 


Wanted: Cure for pogo tits. I 
can’t stop hoppin so they won 1 1 
quit floppin! If I lose weight 
won't they just get stringy like 
noodles? Are there any punk 
plastic surgeons? The gay decei¬ 
ver, fat in metairie, mistakenly 
chinois. 


For info on Connie and the 
Cocksuckers send Si*50 + *50 fo r 
postage and handling to box 3452 
Hayward, Ca, 94544 , 

Anyone knowing the whereabouts 
of old plastic models called 
WSird Ohs or Frantics, as well as 
rat finks or old army soldiers 
please contact LP at the office of 
the magazine• 

— —» — ■» m ■■ ■“ — •“ •• “■ — ™ “ %-• *■ * 

I want to sell my mother, and 
she goes to the highest bidder. 
Look for me around the city, I'll 
have her on a leash. 
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Probably one of the greatest horror classics 
of all time is Night of the living Dead, This 
George Romero film, done in black and white, is 
very similar to an Outer Limits episode that has 
>§ 2 ^ shock value to keep the audience on the edge of 
their seats. The movie starts off with some zom- 
SK bies killing this girl’s boyfriend, and as she 
makes her escape she meets a black man and they 
«§ make their way into an abandoned house. After he 
kills a few of the ghouls and boards up the house, 
igg he finds some more people in the cellar. Through- 
out the movie the ghouls are.trying to get inside 
and the story becomes intense when the people are 
watching the television and hear a report that a 
ray has come to earth and it brings back to life 
anyone who had died in the last 24 hours. These 
zombies try to kill any living beings to eat the 
flesh » and the onl Y wa Y to kil1 the ghouls is to 
:•:§£ hit them in the head or burn them. You can feel 

^e electricity on the revelation of what the zom¬ 
bies actually are and the sheer horror of the sit¬ 
uation registers on their faces. 

trv i n ^f ra0s ^^ho?kSg B p^^*^^^^5^^^^™are 
g to rafuel the truck and the two young 
people are trying to drive away, but the truck 
explodes and there is a parade of ghouls to tL 

an°flpqh lnS '"u rUCk v, t0 get a piece barbequed hum- 
housd thev Sheets finally break into the 

(?uv ’r! h j mana Se to eat everyone but the black 
guy. In a moment of irony, he unlocks the cellar 
door and moves to the front door and Swings It open 

they 3 thou°ht h mi;lxtla ” ho promptly shoot him as 
J ^ney tnought he was a ghoul . 

that this°was ^goo^wal t^ h ° U f h ^ t0day to think 
good way to end the movie because 

d where Night of 
the whole movie 
back when this movie 
make a sequel to 
today. So two 

the n US hlS sequel - Dawn 

C ° l0r> bUt 1 was 

- - f 



Of the Dead. D of 
hoping for a black 



Now 


^ t to a shoppi n o 

theT deCide t0 Stay here ‘ 

t0 

store killing ghoul after ghoul. In the process of 
putting 18 wheel trucks in front of the doors to ! 
the mall, one of the swat team has part of his leg 
bitten off and a small piece off his arm* The 
special effects were great as you can see the teeth, 
tear flesh off the bone, and this is not for the 
squeamish movie goer. After blocking the entrances 
they go on a shooting binge killing all walking 
ghouls in the mall. Once ghoul-free there is a _ 
five minute space in the movie where the viewer can! 
catch his breath as the heroes try on suits and i 

jewelry, and eat in the restaurants. It's the usual 
human fantasy of being alone* in a shopping center ' 
and being able to do whatever the hell you want to. 

mall WassailJd r h° d ° f 

who have an r II * “ ^ ? f "°torcycle riders 
the ghouls back into Ismail w^IV^ 1<?t ^ 
get through the glass doors. ThI SkerHin * t0 
ghouls and then have a battle wilh th klU SOme 
member who gets a few her " lbh th ne S ro swat 

to the hideoutl »ol\tllZ hiC Way back 

some of those bikers and tLre\f°aI°iI?IL* !ld ^ 
eating scene which is grosser than . ntestlnes ~ 
original movie The ef f than the one ln the 

who was bitten had di pH p 1 1 member 

after he became a .hou^ In It* “? :killed Just 

friend and the black swat ere ° nly the * ±rl ~ 
ghouls close in on thw in th* h^a " left * As the 
their way to the roof an n hideout, they make 

to god kjows Where We?lVr aPe , in the he ^to P ter 

seouel to the slllel In i ! t0 Wait for th * 

'll T --L sequel to know what happened to th em. 

e ■; '5 y ° u . don t have a weak stomach and like a | 

is a e mlv?l r S eXCltin S and intense, Pawn of the Dead* 
X f* n, ° vle for you * be ready for the shock of your 

like y ° U See dt ’ f ° r you, ii never see anything 

like it again. ° 


the Dead assumes you saw the first one 
g® because it picks up in the TV studio that is in a 
turmoil because the major cities are falling to the 
M gnovls. As more and more places are overtaken and 
M the Red ..ross workers become ghoul-bait at the res- 
m cue . stations, a reporter and his girlfriend a1nn=- 



At a pla^e near you 



































Most punk compiler albums 
. e a f ew good songs, but 
%*§t of the album is totally 
worthless and it is a rare 
occasion to find an album 
that is solid throughout. 

Tooth and Nail from the west 
coast is such an album. This, 
album features six bands from! 
-he land of sun and sand, and 
it is apparent that these are 
people 


feel- not people who play what th^v ~77~~T ‘ people wh ° play what they 

! on Tooth and Nail are the Controllers Fleshe*!-"^ 6 n5f m rich * Among the bands 
and Middle Class. Although thpcn 9 , +. e ^ heaters > UXA > Germs, Negative Trend. 

the Billboard charts, thefe bands ^“parf" 3 'Uefffhe ^ f lc Scannl "S 

-f do -‘ f"Jff 3 in 

and It Is ret prayed. The album is not noise like the No 

? ot .* gl ° esy clean production like Yes LA. It is ra» 
and exploslye, and above all- a great record. 

W1 cft fabul “ us Controllers »ho crash into "Another Day" 
chainsaw guitar sound who gave us little bits of rocfn ' 

wf h*f " D °t the Dganda "- with "Another toy" 

• a strange sounding song that features eerie 

an offbeat guitar riff and "Electric Church". Hope 


of them 
first time 



and this is 


I that you won't 
find it appealing 
is rock n roll the 
jNew York compiler, 
land dirty, fast paced 
Side one explodes 
I This band is the classic 
[roll history like "Killer 
the Controllers do "Jezebel" 
and menacing vocals backed by 
Ito be hearing more from this band, 

Ibefore this alburn^ I^ust admit^that 5 ^^!^ 10 ? a ° d T had never heard 
I heard them. The band features a girl lead singefand the ” fr °" the 
her name is De Detroit (Dee Dee). Her voice is powerful 
and sweet at the same time, and she may be the best 

Iglmme Dee e D ff nd F ° rget Si ° UXele a " d E 1 °d d i a - 

I had thought that the Germs would be the best 

Pothfnf^ilffjUS' t ftrS*.SSre a ? f thSir Vinyl ^Played on 

single, the "Lexicon^Devf" E al ;fJ e „ re F °™ ld S" a " a ‘™city and their second 

^disappointment ?offhLffbf rfshfoufLfife 

ftfanTff ! > and thie so "g drones on indfever 

is'wh^t fh etter * " Dragon Lad y" is much better and 

even has a^i ^ Ca ^ able of playing. This song 
even has a piano solo and the thing sounds like it 

band la but S i? dlffarent s°ag that the rest of the 

waiting o great anywa ^* I am still 

waiting for the Germs album and it seems to be 

great f if n thev red i ble amount of time * It should be 
great if they get a good production. 

I bought an EP by the Flesheaters about six 

months ago simply because I was intrigued by the 

name of the band (the movie with the same name was 

a classic as you all know). "Radio Dies Screamin ' 1 

is one of the most unforgetable sonms of all n 

and they should have putfhat on fof and Ll"*’ 

^ - affr f f 

“ ss. r^ s V v 

-‘7 .‘f -f- d ea 

abock rock to the hilt and if your fofdofn.t 














start to stomp then you're very 
possibly dead. This band is 
easily distinguished as a west 
coast band as the Dils or the 
Avengers are, and they may be 
one of the brightest stars on 
the not too distant future. 

Negative Trend also have 
an EP out, but the version of 
"Mercenary" on Tooth and Nail is 
much better than the version on 
their E;P. The killer is "I Got 
Power" that starts off slowly 
with some cymbals and builds to 
a manic frenzy with a tremendous 
chorus. The lyrics cover many 
facets from a church of breaking 
glass to nine hundred dead in a 
jungle, but the music is what 
makes this song. I think that 
the solo version of "I Got Powdr 

by Rik L Rik is even better than_ 

the version on Tooth and Nail only because the production on the solo single was 
much better. Negative Trend only have two songs on Tooth and Nail, but I wish we 
could have more of them. 

Middle Class has an EP out now called "Out of Vogue" and I haven't heard it 
yet, but I am a little apprehensive about them. They have two tracks on Tooth and 
Nail- one is a breakneck paced one minute ten seconds of pure excitement called 
"Love is Just a Tool" that may well be the best song on the whole album. The 
lyrics are incredible and you can tell the idea just from the title. Their other 
effort is called "Above Suspicion" and I don't care for it at all. Before final 
judgement on Middle Class, I want to hear their new single. 

What rock n roll needs is more records like Tooth and Nail that can bring a 
whole group of bands together in one setting, and put out one piece of history 
that sums up what the culture was doing at that point in time. I even own a copy 
of Woodstock even though I don't like anything on it- but it is good because it 
says all that needs to be said about hippies. Buy Tooth and Nail because this the 
west coast sound, and this sound is for you if you like bands like the Ramones and 
the Stooges. Don't be mislead, don't ignore it, find out for yourself. 
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Upon arriving I realize that my apprehensions 
were true- Sex Dog was told that they could not re¬ 
play for the kids at Loyola. OK fellas, who went 
out with the Dean's daughter? Believe it or not, 
the reason that they were to be banned is that ft 

their name Sex Dog is too obscene! Now you must ft 

remember this is a university where students are £ 
22 years old and have sex as often as they feel 
like to appreciate the overwhelming absurdity of 
this condemnation of the band. Loyola officials 
consented to let them play some songs that weren't 
too bad and they could go on as the no name band. 

"No Name" was on the flyers too, but in the end •$; 

;oyola said they couldn't play no matter what they 
did. Now this made the band mad for some unknown ft$ 
reason, so they prepared to take the stage anyway 
and play their set like they always do, but they ft-: 
didn't have time since they had a gig that night. &•: 
Too bad, it would have been interesting. 

people'* who * watched their schooi be g 
assaulted with rock n roll came their just to make g- 
•: fun of the bands and people- now granted, some of 
the people deserve to be made fun of (who were 
:• those assholes with the aluminum foil jackets who 
:] kept licking each other?). But you nave to admit 
*• that it took a while to weed out those who were 
just curious, most people stayed for a while 
before they decided that it was time to leave 
Wfi&Xxy&Qxe.t hing bet t e r . 



I „ 16 - on tenders "ent on first because one of 
I Normals got lost on his way to the school. The 

1 f ! 1 ? ln WaS packed as the y tore into their first song 
and the sound was incredible with the PA cranked up 
the open air. The crowd seeced to like their 
power chord danceable tunes, but the favorites for 

befnre W lfu° P Mu 'f 6 the son S s they had he ard 
before like be Bop a Lula” and "I r ought the Taw" 

They seemed to like the originals too, and if you ' 

can t move to songs like "Action Town" or "Trigger 

■ eL T U ? U ! t - 1 be . a COrpse ‘ Thia da "d 1= not for 6 the 
earted ;.lvis Costello new wave fan, and these 

risk 16 ib° U i d attend Contenders gigs at their own 

. y does f lke make mistakes on "Hearts of the 


took !he de st^e e r din L rain filled clouds » the Normals 
took the stage for their first set. By this time 

the crowd in the field had thinned out a little and 

the Normal fans had charged the stage. They put on 

b^oneT t h ° W WhlCh h3d the f3nS h0PPln 5 arcund > 

but one ( 13 s to wonder how long they can keep up the 
pace of playing 5 times a week.' Hope they get out of 
the city scon so they can ,cet_ a rest. 

^^lefmriTdefin’itelj not music for the masses 
yet because the crowd is continually getting thinner 
as the Normals progressed through their set. But 
what did you expect- something like^roc^and roll^ 


wnat aia juu -- 

high school with the priests slapping 


kids who couldn't stop dancing to. 
town". In the movie, those kids got -paid 
the Samones. 


"Around the Down- 



New shock waves 


on the "scene" is the Totally 
cold and I love this band. In their first few gigs 

•?”d i» .Am r..l» of 

*; „..r. rang® fro. U.«r Tm" to „ 

1&0 miles per hour to "Something r.lse by oOcnra 
regular speed. Pockin’ Pick brings the sound 0 . 
London to N.C. with this band, and it was the best 
thing he could have done to leave the .nIB (not to 
criticize the M3, because anyone who gets out and 
plajs their own misic gets a vote of confidence from 
me, but they don't seem to be progressing an 
wants to stagnate with a band going nowhere.), -et 
out and see these guys when they play t0 ™’ 

they put on a good show that is anything but cold. 
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This interview of Brad Orbitron (BO) of the Con¬ 
tenders was conducted in the suburban hideaway of Larry 
the P by I,P himself and Carlos Boll (CB), Le.ctric Rye 
magnate. 
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OK, where's Nookie? 

Where's what? 

Where's Noo Noo? 

All right Orgeron! 

And that's spelled 0-r-g-e-r-o-n! 

No, it's Oshja Woshja. What is the difference be¬ 
tween the Contenders' philosophy and that of the 

Backstabbers. , 

This is a real band. The backstabbers had all ol 
these big ideas and nothing came of it because 
everybody blew everything off too quickly. 

So you think that the Contenders will make it 
whereas the Backstabbers weren’t really a solid 
unit • 

They had the potential to be a solid unit, but 
people are ready for it now and in the backstabbers 
we were ahead of our time. 

Carlos wanted me to ask you this, what about ..andal. 
You want dirt, dont you? „ 

What do you think about Randal's ability on bass. 

Why was Randal sacked from the Contenders.' 
nv a n official announcement v is that Randal wasn t 
sacked from the band in as much as we talked about 
and decided that neither one was right for each 
other. He wasn't happy about certain things and we 
weren't happy about certain things. 

Like remembering songs. He was more into rockabilly 

Low did you get Hike and Charlie away from Stray 

We had talked about it and they weren't happy with 
the way the band was going so we decided to put it 

Who are the major influences of^the Contenders and 
who do you think you sound like? 

it started out real weird, it started out kinda like 
the Clash. But now a whole lot of new influences 
are coming and all the new material sound real diff 
erent. Hore melodic influences. 

Are you still doing Randal's song? 

Yeah, we’re doinr it but we changed it up and it s 
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Did Danny write "One ■ ast riss".' 

Not even as much as "livin' F.nd" is Randal s song. 
Danny came up to me with a bunch of chords and . 
arranged it and put the words to it.. He'd get co¬ 
writing credit. 

When are you going to do a gig on your own. 

V/e're going to start something new here in town. 

We'll play two sets and the Cold will do two sets 
and it'll be almost like two separate shows. It's 
like the way they do it # in New York. 

Where did you get the new bass player from? 

Ronnie just got back from NY and he was playing bass 
for White Tiger. He quit because he didn't like the 
music- they're still doing all that Zeppelin copy 
bullshit. He was the natural choice when the thing 
with Randal came to a head. He plays a lot of mel¬ 
ody lines that we didn't even know were there- it's 
like adding somebody who contributes. 

What songs are going on the N.0. punk album? 

"Hearts of the West", "Trigger Boy", and a new one 
called "Little Hurders". 

What's "Trigger Boy" about? 

It's sorta like someone who's having second thoughts 
about being a soldier. 

What's the first single going to be? 

It’s up to ya'll. We hope to pull one of the songs 
.off the N.O. punk album for a single. 

After the album is out we want to start doing a 
whole bunch of singles. 

What do you look for when you start going out with a 
■ girl? 

Oh no, here we go- personal questions. Tits and ass. 
No um...Deep intellect. 

What do you mean by intellect? 

I mean someone that's not going to just walk around 
and say "That day is this?". 

Like Moodies? "who am I- I'm going down the drain • 
Who's your favorite memory out of all the girls you 
have lived with? We'll narrow it down to live with. 
Who's my favorite memory? Who's my favorite memory.'' 
You can't.put your arms around a memory. Next 
question. , 

CK, we want you to rate Suzi, Bunche, Noodles, and 

Joanie. 

Oh, gimme a break. You got to gimme a break. 

Where do you work now? 

These are loaded questions. 

Where do you work now? 

I'm self sufficient. 

Oh, where do you get money from? 

(hysterical laughter) Carlos pays me. Come on, get 
some more good copy here. 

What do you think about the 3uns? 

I was going to ask that, but I skipped it because I 
didn't think it was worth it. What do you think of 
the Buns going heavy metal? 

The Neutron Puns (more laughter) 

What do you think of the Normals album. 

You gotta learn- sometimes you never learn! 

Don't you think there's less and less people at gigs 
around town. 

It's understandable. It's called the big burn-out. 
When the Normals play 5 times a week, there's no way 
they can hope to keep the interest up. I can see 
why they have to play that many times to meet their 
bills, but it's overkill. It's just too much. 

Is that what happened to the Backstabbers? 
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We played only once or twice a month, it was just 
that people weren't geared to that style at that 
time. There were lots of Zeppelin copy bands around 
and we were doing stuff that was ahead of the people 
and, their scope at the time.. ,-.J 

Who else besides the Contenders are bands to watch 
out for right now? 

There's a band with a chick singer coming out and I 
don ' t know what their name is or anythingi Darren 
has some kind of mod band cdming;; out, that 's what he 
told me anyway. Totally Cold .has' been writing more 
originals that are react ; sim.plf;£^t/ithey're real 
catchy, real good-timy. Sex Dog is. all real good 
musicians that write good songs/ but it gets kinda 
cluttered and I think they'll get more direction as 

they progress. ' •> . 

it's all new wave now. What's 


BECOrD BevlEW 
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There's no more, punk, 

.next after new wave? /T//T/y •/• 

The Boll experimental sound! 

• My- name is, Larry. ;y-T; 

What kind of music do you play, how would you de- 
scribe it? : 

I asked him that already, he doesn't know. 

It's something that has a past, I mean, it's not 
something that just came out of my.head. 


LP: Yeah, that's what Danny said. He says he tries to 
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pick out what bands you stole what from. 

Everybody has influences, that's going to be up to 
the people to decide, if that's the case. Our sound 
is definitely new -wave, but it's more rocke.d out 
than the Normals., They have all those background, 
vocals and a lot of things are real cutesy pooh. 
We're going to be a little more hard hitting.- 
Do you want to say anything else? 

Can I go home now. 


K5££C0CES on the 


This column is devoted to new singles from home 
and abroad, and they aren Vt, arranged in any special 
order. Tf anyone but there wants to see his new 
record mentioned here just send us a copy at the 
office of the v inal Solution and we'll see what we 
can do. 


I was all set 
but this one it 
first album. I 
it at Showboat., 


"Harmony in My,Head" Buzzcocks. 
tb- hate it like I hated the last one, 
very good and in the same vein as the 
first heard it when the p at links’ did 
and I was surprised that it was the Buzzcocks who T 
had given, up on. The new album is first class too 
that will surely be a smash hit (in England anyway) 
Although •’’Harmbny"- is moderately paced in tempo, it 
carries a Certbln> feel of gratification throughout 
the song that the Buzzcocks still have some rock n 
roll left • , / '' •, , T 


/ ''Dream tb‘vbr”, Plasmatics- • The cover of this EP 

has, a .sweet looking little .girl on it that has no 
shirt on and only band-aids on her. nipples. This 
petite little; lead singer would be r expected to have a 
soft, subtle voice/that could, croon to Blondie type 
melodies., but when the needle hits the vinyl you come 
to realize that this girl's voice sounds like she 
could be a truck driver or bulldozer operator. The 
“guitar screams as' she growls the lyrics ^pd they have 
a sound that the Ramones would be happy to hear. The 
best song off this .EP is "Corruption!^ that has a long 
continuous repiti tion of the chorus/;ffeut : the vocals 
mesn/perfectly with the guitar throughout. Great 
reebrd j ge t,. i t while you C3n. 


By the time we got around to leaving the house, 
we were thinking about selling our tickets and having 
a nice relaxing evening at home- hut we didn't. We 
got to the Civic a few minutes early, and considering 
the size of the Civic, the crowd was rather sparse. 

Gang of Eour came on, and the place started filling up 
with a healthy size crowd by the time their set was 
finished. As far as they went...well...they could be 
good in a couple of years, their songs just got lost in 
themselves. Next came the Cramps, thrown on the bill 
to promote the ticket sales, they had said they weren't 
going to play 'cos Bryan Cramp was nowhere to be found. 
We.., they found him wandering around Hollywood and de¬ 
cided. to play after all. I think they saved the show. 
They were at their best despite the problems they were 
having with their sound, and the fact that the crowd 
was getting into practising general abuse on Lux Inter¬ 
ior, by spitting on him, pulling him off the stage and 
having assorted people in the crowd jump on the stage 
and run around like proverbial maniacs, until the 
fucked security guards the Civic always has threw them 
back into the crowd. A word on the Santa Monica Civic 
Security boys—muscle bound, stupid, sadistic morons who 
enjoy chewing on glass, throwing people around, and mol¬ 
esting 12 year old acne-ravaged teeny boppers. Back to 
the Cramps again-their energy and unsurpassed magnetism, 
along with punkabilly genius made them the best act all 
night• 

The Buzzcocks, our headliners, came on next, and 
proved themselves to be a competent band. They were 
tight, played well even with bodies flying around on 
stage, and delivered a real professional performance. 

I think they caused the Civic a little anguish however, 
when security said they'd stop the concert if people 
didn't stop jumping on the stage the Buzzcocks countered 
by letting as many people in the audience that could fit 
come up on stage for the rest of their performance- an 
excellent show ! -HlLLAbPlhJ" 


£*'; > \i»x 'rta.t'e Mondays" Boorr.town Pats- This ..record was 
supposedly selling 3,000 copies a day in Erl gland and 
was : to-', be a tremendous hit here; at home. Uppfa play¬ 
ing i-t ' you can see why-it has a - -slow piano, .ih-t.ro that 
1 eadS;-;to more slow 
Tyr^&s• •You keep 


whL'c'b/vb f 
:une cal 


course 
Led "it 


why-it has a slow piano anuu 
piano and these slowly sung ballad 
wai t ing for . v sorriet.hi;ng i t'p ' happen , 


it never doeti^ ; The fllps-lde is a 


All the Mage".-which • i s an all out 


pull the plugs rocker. Thte;^pes -to’ 'showi^you so m e- 
thirig about the record buying . public-people want the 
slpw 'stuff. Blondie could be like the ; Eamhhes, but 
then/'they ' d . sell as many, records- as the Pamories and 
not 'the.;, 5. mi 11 ion ..th&y"/sp-ld wi.th toeir^ ,last -a-bum. 


I thirdEpihg 1 e' and. is. 
Iefforts which have 


M :So me thing' That' 1 paid 1 ; 2uts- This is tr.e their 
-a: small departure from their past 
bem very good material as you 
know. The title sons is in the usual fast paced rock 
tradition that has been labeled punk, but the flip 
1/: a reggae tune called "Give Youth a Chance". I am 
not a reggae fan by any stretch of the imagination, 
but I like this one a lot. Give the Puts a listen, 
and try to find the first two singles if you can- 
they'll be classics. 

"Pissheadsville" Johnny Curious and the Strangers 
Although the title of this song would lead you to 
think that it would be something out of a Residents/ 
Throbbing Gristle electronic songbook, this EP is in 
effect one of the biggest surprises in a long time 
in that I had never heard of them, and all four songs 
on the EP are great. The vocals are clean and the mu-, 
sic is fast and clean. They sound a little like Stiff 
Little Fingers if they played a little slower even 
though "Pissheadsville" is as fast as anything that 
SLF has ever done. The cover of this single points 
out that they are from across the sea, and the music 
points out that they are another good band that will 
never make a hit on the AM radio. Oh well...*. 


"Do You Think I'm Disco" Steven Dahl- I heard 
this on the radio the other day and almost had a 
wreck as I nearly missed a telephone pole because I 
was laughing so hard. Don't get the idea.that I play 
















On their recent tour oi tne united States, 
the Clash surprisingly played 3 dates in our neigh¬ 
boring state, Texas. Fortunately enough, I was 
able to see them in Dallas. They played in Dallas 
on a Saturday at a club called the Palladium. There 
was a sign in the Palladium by the fire marshall 
claiming legal capacity to be 1800 so the club was 
pretty big. It "was well set up with a large stage 
at one end of the club. There were layered levels 
with tables and chairs surrounding the stage so 
that everyone had a good view. 

The first band to play was a local punk band 
called the Nervebreakers who played your basic loud 
punk music and were well received by the crowd. 

The next band was a c & w combo called the Joe Ely 
band. Not being overly fond of c & w I was remin¬ 
ded of the experience of sitting thru the opening 
band for the Sex Pistols in Baton Rouge. In be¬ 
tween sets the Clash had a DJ who played a combin¬ 
ation of punk singles, 60's music and reggae. 

Then the Clash came on and they sounded and 
looked great. They wore their usual uniform-like 
outfits with plenty of zippers and buckles, and 
also sported a new very short and very greased 50's 
hairstyle. More importantly their music was as 
good as it is on vinyl with the extra live energy 
of their show. 
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the radio in the car all the time, my tape player is 
broken and I play the radio just for the background 
noise and for the commercials. Anyway, back to thb 
point-this record is a parody of the Rod Stewart 
pablum "Do You Think I'm Sexy" and it has the same 
music with slightly different words. At the end he 
turns to rock n roll and mentions such noteworthy ban 
as Led Zeppelin (Yecch!). Anything that makes fun pf 
disco is OK by me. 

"Nights in White Satin" Dickies- What else needs 
to be said about the record other than it is the new 
one by the Dickies. It isn't actually new because it 
has been out in England for a few months, and it takes 
time for these things to filter into our territory. 
Rumoured to be a change of direction was a blatant lie, 
and this is the same super fast guitar with the same 
super fast high pitched vocal squeal that has become 
their trademark. The flip is "Waterslide" which is my 
personal favorite and only a band like the Dickies can 
do a song about a waterslide and not have it be corny. 
This record was worth the long months of anticipation 
and waiting that accompanied its arrival, and it hasn't 
left my turntable for days. 

"Tough Luck" Fingerprintz- The melody of this 
tune is intriguing and I find myself remembering it at 
very unexpected times. I am not that familiar with 
this‘band, but this single is good and the flip is in 
the same context as the A-side. Good pop sound. 

"It*6 Cold Outside" Stiv Bators- The former lead 
man for the Dead Boys has put out a solo single and at 
the very least it is an unusual effort for a man with 
his distinguished background that includes coaxing 
females to perform unnatural acts on his person while 
he pours out the lyrics to "All This and More". This 
single is nothing like the Dead Boys-it is a quiet 
little pop ditty I think the English would call it. It 
is not that bad of a song, it is just that is so much 

quieter than anything he *s ever done before. Rumours 
run rampant about Dead Boys live albums, reformations, 
or what have you- -but if this the kind of music Stiv 
wants to do, you can forget it because I can’t see 
Cheetah playing this stuff. 

"We Talk, We Dance" Furys- These guys are from 
the west coast, but they don't sound like the typical 
west coast band. Their name would lend you to believe 
that they are full of rushes of explosive excitement, 
but they are actually a band that is bouncy "pop" mu¬ 
sic and I am tired of that term so I'll call it punk 
bubblegum. This tune is catchy but, the other side is 
easily forgetable. The cover is plain yellow with 
their name on it, and the music is plain as well. Too 
clean for the coast. 

"Perfect Hits, vol. 2" Generation X- The first 
set of perfect hits was recorded in a garage and I 
don't care if those were the songs that got them signed 
or not. The second single of perfect hits is much more 
clean and the droning hum is gone which makes it much 
more listenable. There is one song that was not re¬ 
leased on any single or album and it is called "Rock 
On". This song starts off with a drum piece that makes 
you think of any Gary Glitter -record, but it is worth 
having anyway. The version of "Gimme Some -Truth" is 
also amusing and I like it bet-trer than the one that 
they decided to release. 
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then head Tor TorK after the Texas swi^or 
they will come back to X.P. for a short rest' stop. 

The crowds are beginning to pick back up as Totally 
Cold and the Contenders fills the void left by the 
ttormals departure. 

Originally excited by the rough mix of the 
suppodely forthcoming album. Vacation is You, I 

don't know what to make of the situation as the fi-- 
nal mix they got from the producer didn't meet, 
their liking. They have a lot of money invested in 
the project to not get something oqt of it. Another 
thing that kills me~is that they got loans from two 
of their friends, and when they got the money they 
were real happy for their friends doing them the 
favor and now that their efforts were apparently 
unsuccessful they seem to have the attitude that 
those guys who lent them the money weren't friends 
but are really money grubbing businessmen out to 
make money off the band. It just goes to show you, 
never do business with your, friends because if it 
doesn't work out there's always an ugly stink at¬ 
tached to it. let's just hope the tou.r works out 

better than the album, and I expect to hear the 
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a -ood Y.-ord for them. I Just hope it's facts this 

last Time. 



When I first moved to Austin I had 
really negative opinion of the music 
"scene" because I warn totally disghsted 
with what I had seen- which was a click- 
ish core of sblf-important scene makers 
and a bunch of curiosity seeking hippies 
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Alex Chilton in the near past. 

The bad: Like I said, it's a good 
place to go and when you have a lot of 
people with common interests using 
Raul's as their "someplace to go", you 
develop a scene which in itself isn't i 
bad, but when it turns into a mentality • 
of a high school pep rally for trendy, t 
arty college kids who want to intell- • 
ectualize everything- the music becomes J 
secondary which is very bad. Besides , 
this, there's a pervading sense of the ' 
Rocky Horror Picture Show which unnerves', 
me-like people assuming an attitude and • 
not reacting to anything. Add to this 
the hippies and fags who wander in, not 
to mention the fraternity types who come 
in for something "cute" and "different" 
to do. 

So much for my evaluation. I go to 1 
Raul's about 3 or 4 times a week. The 
Next are about the best band- they seem < 
very menacing on stage. Terminal Mind 
and Standing Waves each have very good 
original songs and are great to dance to 
and the Mistakes are probably the 
fastest band. The Re-Cords have some 
good ideas. The Huns are overly "out¬ 
rageous" and tiring. Raul's is always 
on the verge of closing down (shades of 
Rodney's-ed.) because of management 
problems, but there are other places. 

In fact, last Saturday you had to choose 
between Standing Waves at Raul's and 
Terminal Mind at Ester's Pool. 

In other Austin news, the Battle 
of the Bands was completed in a wave 
of confusion. The Battle was for the 
right to open for new wave bands that 
would be playing in the Austin area. 

The confusion centered around the idea 
that some promoter rated the bands on 
commercial appeal as opposed to talent 
and originality and crowd reaction. 

In fact, the Mistakes refused to play 
due to all the crap centered around 
the whole event. The winners were 
Standing Waves from Austin and the 
Nervebreakers from Dallas. Radio Free 
Europe were banned from playing by 
the record company execs responsible 
for putting on the whole fiasco in the 
first place. The "winners" will open 
for Blondie and Magazine and possibly 
other events in the Austin area. 

New singles by a host of Austin 
based bands include the Skunks "Can't 
Get Loose", the Re-Cords (reversible 
cords) "Legalize Crime" EP, an EP by 
the Explosives, and various other 
efforts in the future. 
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